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E.O.l 1652 N/A 

TAGS PFOR, PINS, BC, RH 

SUBJECT GOB SAYS RHODESIA ADMITS HOLDING FOUR BATSWANA 

REF: GABORONE 123 

1 . GOB HAS ANNOUNCED THAT RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT NOW ADMITS 
HOLDING FOUR BATSWANA ABDUCTED IN LATE 1976 BY RHODESIAN 
SECURITY FORCES (REFTEL). THE FOUR ARE TO BE TRIED IN RHODESIAN 
COURT LATER THIS MONTH FOR BEING 'TERRORISTS". TEXT OF 
PRESS RELEASE FROM OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT AS FOLLOWS: 

2. QTE: THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT HAS ANNOUNCED THAT, 

FOLLOWING REPRESENTATIONS MADE THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL RED 
CROSS THE RHODESIAN REGIME HAS ADMITTED HOLDING FOUR 
BOTSWANA NATIONALS WHO WERE ABDUCTED BY THE REGIME S SECURITY 
FORCES LATE LAST YEAR. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 GABORO 00535 041040Z 

EM QTE: IT WLL BE RECALLED THAT THE REGIME HAD IN THE PAST 
REPEATEDLY DENIED THAT ITS FORCES HAD CROSSED INTO BOTSWANA 
AND ABDUCTED BOTSWANA NATIONALS. 

4. QTE: THE FOUR BATSWANA ARE DISANG MODIAKGOTA AND PRENYEN 
NDLOVU OF MOROKA VILLAGE AND ABEL MAPHANE AND JOTHA BANGO OF 
MAHATANE. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THESE MEN WILL APPEAR 
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BEFORE A SPECIAL COURT ON MARCH 21, 1977. THEY ARE ALL 
CHARGED WITH THE MURDER OF WHITES AND POSSESSION OF WEAPONS OF 
WAR IN RHODESIA. 

5. QTE: IN VIEW OF THE REPEATED STATEMENTS BY THE SMITH 
REGIME THAT IT IS ANXIOUS TO EASE THE TENSION BETWEEN 

RHODESIA AND BOTSWANA. THE BOTSWANA GOVERNMENT IS OF THE OPINION 
THAT A FIRST STEP IN THIS DIRECTION WOULD BE THE IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE AND REPATRIATION OF THE FOUR BATSWANA THAT WERE 
UNLAWFULLY ABDUCTED FROM THEIR HOMES IN BOTSWANA BY THE SMITH 
REGIME. 

6. QTE: IN THE EVENT THAT THESE STATEMENTS ARE NOTHING MORE THAN 
USUAL PROPAGANDA, THE BOTSWANA GOVERNMENT HAS INSTRUCTED A FIRM 
OF ATTORNEYS TO ARRANGE LEGAL REPRESENTATION FOR THE FOUR 

MEN AT THEIR TRIAL UNQTE. 

NORLAND 
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NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BORDER INCIDENTS, PRISONERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 04-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977GABORO00535 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770075-0082 
Format: TEL 
From: GABORONE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770393/aaaadeii.tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d6c7adbd-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 GABORONE 123 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3210756 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOB SAYS RHODESIA ADMITS HOLDING FOUR BATSWANA 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, BC, RH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d6c7adbd-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



